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Journal Log
Roles and the Writing Process by Betty Flowers
Flowers presents four roles that a writer embraces during the writing process:
1. Madman- This is the creator of the writing content. He is full of ideas, enthusiasm, anger and has a creative energy. The madman writes sloppily without looking at the mechanics or flow of ideas.
2. Architect- This is the organizer of the madman’s ideas. He selects relevant ideas and arrange them into paragraphs that can make an argument. The architect is only concerned with the structure of the writing and the organization of the paragraphs but not the sentence structure.
3. Carpenter- He nails together all ideas that makes sense and put them in a logical order. Makes sure that sentences have clarity and contribute to the architect’s argument. The carpenter leaves the essay smooth and watertight.
4. Judge- Tis is the inspector of the essay. He gives judgement on whether the essay is good or bad. The judge looks at the wording, grammar, meaning, flow of ideas, and logic of the essay. The judge also corrects any available errors left out by the madman, architect, and carpenter. If the judge is placed immediately after the madman, he may stop the writing as the judge will view the unfinished work as trash, leading the madman to run out of ideas.
Writing as a Process by Donald Murray
Murray outlines three stages of the writing process:
1. Pre-writing: On this stage, the writer does everything that takes place before the first draft. These include daydreaming, research, note taking, title selection, outlining, and lead writing. These activities lead the writer to identify the subject, spot the audience, and choose a form of writing to carry the subject to the audience. This stage takes 85% of the total writing time.
2. Writing: at this stage, the writer produces the first draft based on his ideas. The draft is rough, searching, and unfinished. The completion of the draft shows the writer how much or how little he knows. This stage takes 1% of the total writing time.
3. Rewriting: this is the stage where the writer has to reconsider the subject, form and audience of the essay. It involves, reading, researching, rethinking, rephrasing and line-by-line editing of the entire essay. Editing is the most demanding task in this stage as it involves making each word right. This stage takes 14% of the writer’s time.
The amount of time spent by the writer in each stage will vary depending on the writer’s personality, work habits, craftsmanship and the challenge of what the writer id trying to say. Teachers can motivate the students to follow the writing process by being silent, patient, respectful, listening and letting the students have the opportunity to discover on their own.
Murray also gives ten implications of teaching writing as a process:
1. The student’s own writing is the text used in the writing course.
2. The student creates his own world, subject, flow, and meaning through writing.
3.  The student uses his own language without depending on the teacher to tell him what to do.
4. The student has the opportunity of writing many drafts to lead him to what he intends to write about.
5. The student has the chance to attempt various forms of writing and select the best to use in his writing.
6. While writing as a process, the mechanics come last. The student does not have to worry about writing mechanics until the rewriting stage.
7. There is enough time for the writing process to take place.
8. Papers are examined to see the alternative choices that the writer might consider but not to give grades.
9. The students have the chance to explore in their own way, using their own speed but within the deadline provided. This enables them to find their own path and truth.
10. There are no rules of writing. The student has to create his own rules to come up with a clear and logical essay.
